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The Making of The Wizard of Oz (2013, 360pp) 

by Aljean Harmetz 

This book is the definitive story of how one of America’s most beloved 
movies was made. It includes numerous photos and shares hundreds of 
interviews with cameramen, screenwriters, costume designers, directors, 
producers, light technicians, actors, and more to reveal how the factory-
like Hollywood system of moviemaking miraculously produced one of the 
most enduring films ever made. 

 

The Annotated Wizard of Oz (2000, 396 pp) 

by Michael Patrick Hearn 

The Annotated Wizard of Oz provides a facsimile color version of the first 

edition of L. Frank Baum's children's classic along with extensive notes and a 

thorough history of the immense Oz project. In his excellent introduction, 

Michael Patrick Hearn describes the author's early life and interests and the 

development of his collaboration with W.W. Denslow, the original illustrator 

for his books. 

 

Finding Oz: How L. Frank Baum Discovered the Great American Story  

(2009, 394 pp) 

by Evan I. Schwartz 

Finding Oz offers profound new insights into the true origins and 
meaning of L. Frank Baum's 1900 masterwork, it delves into the personal 
turmoil and spiritual transformation that fueled Baum's fantastical 
parable. Schwartz debunks popular misconceptions and shows how the 
people, places, and events in Baum's life gave birth to his unforgettable 
images and characters. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Real Wizard of Oz: The Life and Times of L. Frank Baum  

(2010, 368pp) 

by Rebecca Loncraine 

This imaginatively written work that stretches the genre of biography enriches 

our understanding of modern fairytales. It is a colorful portrait of one man's 

vivid and eccentric imagination and the world that shaped it. Baum's famous 

fairytale is filled with the pain of the economic uncertainties of the Gilded Age 

and with a yearning for real change, ideas which many contemporary Americans 

will recognize. 

L. Frank Baum: Creator of Oz (2002, 368pp) 

by Katharine M. Rogers 

Rogers discusses some of the aspects that made his work unique and has likely 

contributed to Oz's long-lasting appeal, including Baum's early support of feminism 

and how it was reflected in his characters, his interest in Theosophy and how it took 

form in his books, and the celebration in his stories of traditional American values. 

Grounding his imaginative creations, particularly in his fourteen Oz books, in the 

reality of his day, Katharine M. Rogers explores the fascinating life and influences of 

America's greatest writer for children. 

The Political Life and Times of Matilda Joslyn Gage: Activist, Historian, 

Publisher, Writer  (2019, 188pp) 

by Mary E. Corey 

From her first convention speech in 1852 to the publication of her magnum 

opus, Woman, Church and State, her speeches, writings, and advocacy were and 

remain an education in women’s history. Gage’s greatest contribution to the 

women’s movement rests on her scholarship, well documented and based on 

careful research. Today we can assess this gifted woman as an historian, a 

pioneering scholar of women’s history and the world history movement. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Searching for Matilda: Portrait of a Forgotten Feminist (2013, 104pp) 
by Charlotte Shapiro 

How can a woman who was as vital as her colleagues, Susan B. 
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, in the 19th century woman’s 
rights movement still be unknown? Matilda Joslyn Gage was purposely 
omitted, even excluded, from history. Charlotte Shapiro, determined 
to uncovers the mystery of Gage’s exclusion andreveals the personal 
and political conflicts responsible for Gage’s omission from history. 

 

Woman, Church & State (2008, 422pp)    
by Matilda Joslyn Gage 

Vehemently anti-clerical, Woman, Church and State was one of the first 
books to draw the conclusion that Christianity is a primary impediment 
to the progress of women, as well as civilization. Then, as now, religious 
doctrine was used as a justification for the dehumanization of women, 
depriving them of civil, human, economic and political rights, even 
denying them the right to worship alongside men. 

 

Me and My Shadows: A Family Memoir (2015, 452pp) 

by Lorna Luft 

Growing up as the daughter of Judy Garland was anything but a journey 
over the rainbow. With unsparing candor, Lorna Luft offers the first-ever 
insider portrait of one of Hollywood's most celebrated families: a rare 
story of a little girl, her half-sister Liza, and her baby brother trying 
desperately to hang on to the mother whose life seemed destined to 
burn brightly but briefly. Lorna makes an extraordinary journey back 
into the spiral of love, addiction, pain, and loss that lurked behind a 
charmed facade. 

 



 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Get Happy: The Life of Judy Garland (2001, 528pp) 

by Gerald Clarke 

She lived at full throttle on stage, screen, and in real life, with highs that 
made history and lows that finally brought down the curtain at age forty-
seven. Judy Garland died over thirty years ago, but no biography has so 
completely captured her spirit -- and demons. Based on hundreds of 
interviews and drawing on her own unfinished -- and unpublished -- 
autobiography, Clarke reveals the authentic Judy. 

 

The Golden Girls of MGM (2004, 412pp) 

by Jane Ellen Wayne 

Garbo and Crawford.  Ava, Hedy, Judy, Liz epitomized Hollywood's golden era. 

These women held moviegoers across America in their sway from the hard 

times of the 1930s through the booming postwar years to the early sixties. The 

sixteen portraits in this lively, photograph-filled volume, each accompanied by 

the star's filmography, tell the tales that have long lay hidden behind the gossip 

and the glories of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer's glamorous golden girls. 

All the Stars in the Heavens (2016, 480pp) 

by Adriana Trigiani 

In this hypnotic tale based on a true story, Trigiani takes us back to Tinsel Town's 

golden age and into the complex and glamorous world of a young actress hungry 

for success. The movie business is booming in 1935 when twenty-one-year-old 

Loretta Young meets thirty-four-year-old Clark Gable on the set of The Call of 

the Wild. Though he's already married, Gable falls for the stunning and vivacious 

young actress instantly. Brimming with larger-than-life characters both real and 

fictional, it is the unforgettable story of one of cinema's greatest love affairs. 

 


