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 The Wrath and the Dawn by Renée Ahdieh – In this reimagining of The Arabian Nights, Shahrzad 

plans to avenge the death of her dearest friend by volunteering to marry the murderous boy-

king of Khorasan but discovers not all is as it seems within the palace. 

 Splintered by A.G. Howard – A descendant of the inspiration for Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland, Alyssa Gardner fears she is mentally ill until she finds that Wonderland is real and, 

if she passes a series of tests to fix Alice’s mistakes, she may save her family from their curse. 

 Wicked by Gregory Maguire – This is the story of Elphaba before she became the Wicked Witch 

of the West in the land of Oz, tracing her career as nun, nurse, pro-democracy activist, and 

animal rights defender. 

 Grim by various – Inspired by classic fairy tales, but with a dark and sinister twist, Grim contains 

short stories from some of the best voices in young adult literature today, including Ellen 

Hopkins, Amanda Hocking, and Julie Kagawa. 

The Story Behind the Story 

 Hole in My Life by Jack Gantos – The author relates how, as a young adult, he became a drug 

user and smuggler, was arrested, did time in prison, and eventually got out and went to college, 

all the while hoping to become a writer. 

 Charles and Emma by Deborah Heiligman – Charles Darwin published The Origin of the Species, 

in 1859, which even today creates tension between the scientific and religious communities. The 

same debate raged within Darwin himself and played an important part in his marriage. 

 Ten Days a Madwoman by Deborah Noyes – Tells the story of Nellie Bly, an ambitious journalist 

in the late 19th century, who skyrocketed to fame by faking insanity, being committed to the 

notorious asylum on Blackwell’s Island, and writing a shocking expose of the clinic’s horrific 

treatment of its patients. 

 I Am Scout by Charles Shields – The story of how Harper Lee struggled to become an author and 

created one of the most popular novels of the 20th century. 

 Goodbye Christopher Robin by Ann Thwaite – Portrays the life and career of the successful 

playwright who was never able to shake the public’s idea that he wrote only for children. 

Movies 

 “Finding Neverland” – Well-known playwright James M. Barrie finds his career at a crossroads 

when by chance he meets a widow and her four adventurous boys. Together they form a 

friendship that ignited the imagination needed to produce Barrie’s greatest work about a boy 

who never grows up. 

 “Goodbye Christopher Robin” – Movie version of Ann Thwaite’s book about the creator of 

Winnie the Pooh. 

 “Saving Mr. Banks” – When P.L. Travers travels from London to Hollywood in 1961 to discuss 

Walt Disney’s desire to bring her beloved character Mary Poppins to the movie screen, he meets 

a prim, uncompromising woman who is suspect of his film concept and struggling with her own 

difficult past. 


